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in the Soviet Union can be fairly assessed from the small
number of objects used for the purposes of foreign propa-
ganda (and mostly also of national defence). How the
regime succeeds in exploiting these impressions of foreigners is
shown by the following instances. A year or two ago a French
professor of agriculture visited Russia. On returning to France
he published a report in the Action Agricole which was imme-
diately telegraphed to Pravda and printed on the front page
under the headline: "We have been left behind by Russia/'
(See Pravda, January 30, 1934.) The report contains this
passage: "I was greatly impressed by the research institutions,
the many experimental stations, and the high standard of work
done. The results obtained do credit to Russian scientists. They
are numerous and in some respects even sensational. To sum
up, we have been beaten by Russia." There is no reason to
doubt that Russian experimental stations and scientists, who
had an international reputation before the war, are capable of
important achievements. The point is that such statements are
made without any hint that these institutions occupy a special
position in their respective branches, and without a word being
said to show that, as things are to-day, these exceptional
achievements cannot exert a decisive influence on the develop-
ment of Russian industry—which is borne out by hundreds
of admissions in the Russian press.
It is hardly surprising, then, if a party of prominent English
people like Mr. G. B. Shaw and Lady Astor, who cannot
speak a word of Russian, should be roused to positive enthu-
siasm by the achievements, the special celebrations, and the
attention paid to them generally. The members of this group
and certain other tourists duly wrote a letter to the Manchester
Guardian (March 2,1933). This declaration was coupled with a
direct criticism of the state of affairs in the non-Communist
world.
Mr. Bernard Shaw's signature is the first beaeath the
solemn declaration published in the Manchester Guardian*, a

